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in straining a point in favour of the one who would rise to his
own great rant, and in dust, blood, maiming, and in agony
would nobly justify his selection.
Haig entered Camberley in 1895. In the same class was
Captain Edmund Allenby, and a step above him was Captain
Herbert Lawrence, his future Chief of General Staff. Haig
speedily made his mark, for only in his second year, Colonel
G. F, R. Henderson observed to some of the students : " There
is a fellow in your batch who one of these days will be
Commander-in-Chief." He paused for a moment, and then
added, " Haig."
Brigadier-General Edmonds, the official military historian,
testifies that he heard the remark, little dreaming that he
would live to see Haig become the leader of the greatest army
the world had ever seen take the field.
After completing his course in December, 1897, Captain
Douglas, Haig was attached to the Egyptian Army, which had
been making military history for fifteen years, and in that new
arena he would be presented with opportunities to prove his
professional genius and courage.